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Financials for the Three Months ending March 31, 2018 The Financial Statements show the Balance Sheet, as of 
March 31, 2018, with a market value of $181,961,045 DOWN $2,114,880, or -1.15% from December 31, 2017. 
Total return on Investments for the Three Months ending March 31, 2018 is DOWN $680,378, or -.004%, with 
Investment Management Expenses at $238,345 or 0.13%. Equity/Fixed Ratio was 71.24/28.76%. (TCD) 
 
 
 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP  
 
 
Scalable Community-Based Entrepreneurship Education…In keeping with our goal, in recent weeks we have 
been exploring ways we might make programmatic investments in “community-based” Entrepreneurship 
organizations.  Recent grants to individual organizations such as Sunshine Enterprises, Chicago Urban League, 
ICNC/KIDC, the Hatchery and others give us insights into the community-based entrepreneurship education 
ecosystem --- its strengths, opportunities, and the needs of the various populations served.  Some of these 
community providers have expressed an early interest in collaborating with other community providers to improve 
programming across the ecosystem.    An additional goal was to see if useful connections could be instigated 
between the community organizations and the academic programs we have historically funded. Recently DePaul 
brought students to ICNC/KIDC for a half day meeting where Entrepreneur’s described their businesses and 
some of their challenges.  The students asked thoughtful questions about daily operations and growth strategies. 
Both ICNC and DePaul felt there was value for both the entrepreneurs and students and are interested in 
developing these types of connections. Sunshine Enterprises is also interested in such connections. In a similar 
vein, DePaul and SEA have set up a meeting with 2112, which is Chicago's first incubator focused on the 
development of entrepreneurs and disruption in music, film/video and creative technology. The goal is similar – 
connecting students in the creative arts to practitioners and highlighting the pathway to the community following 
graduation. SEA is in very early discussions with 2112 to see if a partnership could facilitate metro Chicago 
programming vs: the traditional SEA suburban conference. (MWH)  
 
Clark has also been seeking broader methods to lever the Foundation’s work in academia for the benefit of the 
community.  There appear to be not only significant opportunities to improve the delivery of entrepreneurship 
education in these settings but also networks and partners that can help to scale the effort beyond single 



  

  

organizations.  This exploration is ongoing, and I anticipate having concepts to share at the June board meeting 
with aspirations for grant recommendations closer to the end of this calendar year.  (CMc) 
 
 
 
 
 
  
DISABILITY SERVICES 
 
 
Intersect for Ability (I4A). . We recently organized a series of conversations among senior executives at 
grantees involved in our Quality of Life Training Program grant.  In three 90-minute sessions, representatives of 
fifteen I/DD service providers engage in conversation on key topics in the field.  Attached to this update is a 
“Summary of Quality of Life and Emerging I/DD Issues Conversations” which will highlight key topics of discussion 
which included quality of life evaluation systems, DSP workforce crisis and transitions to managed care and 
value-based payment models.  I am using these conversations to launch continued discussions of potential 
collaborative action to address major current and emerging issues in the field. Intersect for Ability is in the early 
stages of planning a meeting for CEO’s, which could be a venue for additional discussion and joint action. (CMc) 
 
UIC College of Dentistry…As has been reported here previously, I have been serving as co-chair of the Health 
Program Affinity Group (HPAG), a group of grant makers and public charities with interests in the health field 
which has been organized by Forefront.  Over a couple of years HPAG has identified four areas of collective 
interest.  These include behavior health, chronic disease (esp. asthma and diabetes), infant mortality and oral 
health.  Teams for each area have been established and potential co-funding options are emerging.  The 
Foundation was approached by the Illinois Children’s Healthcare Foundation (ILCHF) which is leading the Oral 
Health group and invited to participate in the co-funding of a pediatric dental clinic at the UIC College of Dentistry.  
The project appears to serve a population which includes individuals with I/DD.  Historically, dental service 
providers for this population have been difficult to identify due to the complexities of the sensory and other needs 
of patients with I/DD.  We have joined ILCHF and another funder to invite a proposal for this project which will be 
evaluated as part of our grantmaking cycle which culminates with the June BOD Meeting.  (CMc) 
 
Note: To be more aware of the work of other local Foundations and to look for potential collaborations, I have met 
with several local foundation CEO’s and E.D.’s.  Rosa and I met with the staff of the Illinois Children’s Healthcare 
Foundation (ILCHF) cited above.  Our cancer collaborations were among the topics discussed. Heather 
Alderman, ILCHF’s President, described their dental initiative and asked if I would entertain a letter of inquiry 
proposal. Considering Clark’s current work, our awareness of D/D dental care issues, potential for future cancer 
collaborations, and our Board discussion of Community grants, I agreed.  Clark is developing a collaborative 
proposal.    
 
 

 

CANCER CARE 

 
 
Coleman Palliative Medicine Training Program (CPMTP). . . has developed curriculum and started the pilot 
training for the new Advanced Practice Nurses (APNs) program. (This training specifically addresses advanced 
nursing education in palliative care.) This immersion program includes in-person sessions (two held in April) and 
live webinars. The pilot was targeted to enroll eight nurses; 13 have been enrolled. Staff attended the in-person 
trainings and observed engaged providers and expert faculty including an icon of palliative medicine education in 
the Chicagoland area, Dr. Michael Preodor. (As an aside, Advanced Practice Nurses or APNs will be known as 
Advanced Practice Providers or APPs.) Photos of training attached.  
 
As a reminder, the CPMTP team is hosting the Chicago Regional Leadership Summit for Palliative Care 
scheduled for May 31, 2018 for hospital system executives, cancer administrators and palliative medicine 
program leaders. See attachment, if you wish to attend/register. (RB) 
 
 



  

  

 

 

 

OTHER 

 

UChicago Medicine– South Side Pediatric Asthma Center (SSPAC). . . Please see attached Community 
Benefit Health brochure, which highlights the grant to the asthma consortium that is working together to improve 
education, access, and delivery of services for children with asthma. Dan and I will be meeting with the 
consortium partners in May (end of year one of the three-year grant). This award was a $500,000 matching grant. 
So far, they have raised $350,000 from private donors. We have paid $250,000 and will make another payment of 
$100,000 in May. (RB) 

 

 

 
CURRENT GRANT SUMMARIES  
 
 
Grant # 5858 – Kinzie Industrial Development Corporation (KIDC), IL.  - $25,000   The award is for support for 
staff resources to administer entrepreneurship education programs and perform outreach to identify potential 
women and minority participants for the organizations programs. (CMc)    
 
Grant # 5859 – Project Koru - $5,000. This award supports the This is Life: Workshop Series for young adult 
cancer survivors between 18 and 39 years of age, who often have unique needs for treatment and care. This 
three-day workshop is a collaboration with the Lurie Cancer Center (LCC) at Northwestern, who is responsible for 
patient education; Gilda’s Club, who is providing psychosocial component; and Project Koru is arranging 
programming, activities, and raising funds to implement the program. As an aside, the clinician at LCC has been 
one of the participants in the Coleman Supportive Oncology Collaborative (CSOC) Children’s project and can 
share work from the CSOC collaborative with the Project Koru workshop attendees. (RB) 
 
Grant # 5860 – Aspiritech NFP, IL.  - $25,000   The award is for furniture and related materials to outfit the 
Coleman Foundation Conference Center at the organization’s new Chicago location at which individuals with 
autism will be employed in software testing and other quality assurance activities. (CMc)  
 
Grant # 5861 – Designs for Dignity, IL.  - $20,000   The award is for continued salary support to coordinate pro 
bono design and contractor resources affiliated with the Foundation’s Group Home Renewal Initiative which is 
renovating six CILAs operated by six of our grantees. (CMc)  
 
Grant # 5862-70 – Multiple grantees  - $225,000   These awards are for the final year of the Coleman 
Foundation Faculty Entrepreneurship Fellows Program enabling Fellows programs to operate at nine colleges 
and universities (California State University, Fresno; Colorado Mesa University; Illinois Institute of Technology; 
Illinois State University; Millikin University; Saint Louis University; Texas Christian University; University of North 
Carolina, Greensboro; Worcester Polytechnic Institute) during a transition year after which time no additional 
Foundation funds may be sought. (CMc)  
 
 
Grant # 5871 - Uncharted Learning - $15,000. This award is to support efforts to build relationships and 
connections between high schools and collegiate entrepreneurship programs. During the Summit (July 2018) 
educators will learn about collegiate entrepreneurship programs, and include a panel of representatives from 
universities, such as Nik Rokop - IIT, Julie Shields - Millikin University, Abigail Ingram - DePaul, Miami University 
of Ohio, and Katie Sowa from Future Founders. The recommendation for this grant includes an acknowledgement 
of the efforts made by Uncharted Learning to advance entrepreneurship education at the high school level, and 
the efforts the organization has made to assist Coleman to identify and select schools ready to implement 
entrepreneurship education. This has resulted in numerous grants to schools in the Chicagoland area and 
advances the pathway concept for entrepreneurship education (RB) 



  

  

 
 
 
  
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 
Organizing for Alignment for Program Area Advancement…Mike, Rosa, Lisa and I have held three meetings 
in recent weeks to launch an effort for better coordination and sharing of lessons learned from our grant making.  
Each meeting focused on one of the Foundation’s areas of interest and began with attendees sharing the results 
of recently closed or completed grants with one another.  Discussions considered the impact on our current 
grantmaking strategies, lessons learned as well as other developments and news from the field.  Mike has 
recently re-drafted the guidelines for the Entrepreneurship Education area (shared with the BOD during our 
meeting). Those for our other two areas will be revised as well with Rosa taking the lead on the Cancer guidelines 
and I on Disabilities.  The addition of these meetings has provided a new opportunity for focused, intentional 
discussion of recent grants and a venue for the revision of our guidelines.  We will repeat the meeting cycle at the 
end of June following the next BOD Meeting.  (CMc) 
 
 
 
 


